April 10, 2026
Dear Neighbor:

There was a recent public hearing on the replacement of the retaining wall on Rte. 7 where
DOT presented their plan. I’'ve written my public comments and sent them to Carrie
Lavallee, the chief engineer. Would you consider emailing Carrie in support of my letter?

DOTs present design of the wall will kill many many animals. The design | support involves
a shortened wall, to still support the bank below Jamieson Hts., but not to extend into the
flatter zone towards Pownal. This would create a path for animals to cross without getting
trapped.

Thank you for considering this request. Carrie’s email is:
MassDQOTProjectManagement@dot.state.ma.us or mail to Carrie Lavalle, MassDOT
Highway Division, 10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116-3973. She is taking public comment
until April 17*. Thanks again.

Todd Fiorentino { 4
. €

263 North Street

732-595-6064



April 10,2026

Carrie E. Lavallee, P.E., Chief Engineer
MassDOT - Highway Division

10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116-3973
Attn.: Project Management |

Dear Ms. Lavallee:

I didn’t catch the name of the design engineer (I assume that was his title) who presented
atour recent public hearing in Williamstown, MA regarding project file 613074. | will just
refer to him as DE in this letter.

Please consider this letter (and the attached drawing) as a submission to be added to
public comment for this project. | would like to request more information:

Where will the utility poles be relocated to? It says they will be moved across the street, |
assume DOT would put the pole between houses (and not in front of any house, as that
would impact home values and curb appeal). Please email me an image of the type of pole
(’m told it would be 50 ft. towering over our house essentially) and planned placement. |
live at 263 North Street. Oddly,‘l was told by a representative at the meeting, that in order
to lessen impact, they chose a giant pole. This is pretty counterintuitive. Will it have a light
onit? My daughter and | currently stargaze in our backyard, so added light pollution is not a
selling point for us. The only reason | can think of to build so big, is if DOT is considering
leasing the pole out to telecom companies for cell signal down the line.

| have submitted a drawing that shows how the poles could remain on the east side. We
were told by the DE that my idea of grading the land up, adding concrete, clay and compost
and planting deep rooted trees or plahtings, is not feasible because there is too much rock.
Then, we were told that there isn’t enough rock to mount a new telephone pole on the east
side. Of course, since DOT is planning to do demolition work, on the rock, DOT has full
control over'how much or how little rock there is to work with, in the same way that DOT
has the power to bring in aggregate of any type: clay, compost, etc. or hire a landscape
architect as a consultant.

I’m puzzling over this project. It’s 25% designed. You are seeking comment at this point,
presumably to get tweaks, because you’ve already started down this path (of building a full
retaining wall again, which will chip and crack over time, of course) and you seem
committed to another big wall.



| tried to explain during the hearing that about 1/3 of the wall actually rests in an area that is
Not supporting the bank coming down from Jamieson Hts. Rd. The 2/3 of the wall that is
towards the circle,' is supporting that road. But down at the other end, it starts to naturally
grade and blend with lawn.

There is a major reason for why | am sending so much information to you now and it’s not
NIMBY. It has to do with the slaughter of animals, trying to cross at DOTs wall, and getting
trapped with nowhere to go. They end up dead. Imagine the last horror film you saw, the
last slasher film. That’s the visual. | have picked up viscera ranging from kidneys to hearts,
seriously, with my shovel and moved the carcasses, of all kinds, to the woods. This is an
interrupted wildlife corridor. Animals ranging from raccoons to woodchucks to deer to
bobcats to bears (yes, I’ve even seen baby bears hit by cars in my life, sadly), to rabbits, and
on and on, all come down to Hemlock Brook, drink, then attempt to cross the road. Out
West, there has been a real movement to create novel solutions to this problem. |realize
DOT doesn’t have the budget for some of these interventions, but some of the fixes, like the
one I’m suggesting, do not cost much, and may save the agency money in the long run.
Also, partner agencies like DEC will be glad to see that you’ve added them to your designs.

Please let me know which agency and consultant is leading the Environmental
Assessment; and if an impact statement will be done as well.

Lastly, just a note on how the meeting was handled. | believe DOT was there to listen to us,
to the people who live here every day, and see what really happens on this road. Somehow,
that goal of listening did get lost in translation. Stephanie Boyd, one of our city councilors,
made a simple recommendation to move the curb back to allow for more room for cyclists.
She was immediately met with a “no,” we’ve already looked at that, it’s not in the budget.
Explain to me how moving a curb (it must be built either way, and the road will be paved
either way) costs DOT extra money? It doesn’t. It’s purely a design element. You want a
buffer for your new wall. We want safe cyclists.

So, again, when you have a hammer, everything looks like a nail. But DOT has to realize that
you’re working in a designated wetland area, Hemlock Brook, rich in wildlife. You’re also on
a major cycling route. And you have houses right across the street who don’t love the idea
of towering utility poles in front of their houses. Why crush the poles into our side when the
other side is nothing but empty space? Something isn’t adding up here. | hope you will
take a second look. Thank you.

Sincerely, Z 4\
1

Todd Fiorentino

732-595-6064



: £ 3 N _
(g =< ¢ 1 (
A,, 2\ .h.m‘ 24\ / t \ // — A
1 %./.n ( \ \ ///A I
‘\N \@Q L:UA\TA m. N1 & y | m T // N ..uu.ur .
mﬂr e A 1 h. L _A T~ - //I)ﬂ - \h\.\lﬂ
1 Peodqed Pl b p #I/,/].. R
44 /IIU ///
o\’f’ ' S\ L RP YV §
Fodapd \_ St AW Ll 1)
Rwht)\.\. - /v .—\-l'\_ﬁq. -.—\ln -
| T wa /b) > FAR /4 N..T..»ulutv L 1
1% S (ST =5 ] \-L\I _ * 4 W ¢S - m.\ﬂ Aids
-~
Nﬁr:m.T(i 'y Leset & ﬂw -y f)
= A [
[=A VT Co J\Q\ 4, \ (»ﬁs_,
~ |
Wt r gl Pusee ol |EMULIZ0 e Y - T..\(..r, _\ \1 (4] 1t "
Ov~ LS A Uﬁm oL .“.\T\i.f ! N LS JaER 2 o o 17 2NN L L\
< 3 - ¢4 o
L N - 'S A \ﬁ .IM{\ %.I;LHJ...I - 4 - Lo \llﬂ\! FX. L S 'N%\\V Cre.L, 'U\.
— - \-\N "Il’ L £ ﬂ.ﬂ lv,\ﬁ X M 1 Nlﬂv rﬂh&' 3 L) P ’“ fud tﬁ_ﬂ \n
i a B, _C Frewc e ke L L <
| W.dn, k| .ln_.utT/.U lelfSe sy | €rellihel Lt sl 2le .
\.\q SnS+ ‘% L.. a.\. +H F 5 ’ I e ke J@u Py~ S g T Rt {
A ff\ qv ‘ 1— A’ ﬂ - N AY
Ta/ok Vol ol NUE TN -~ Va trHU
1 et 5 \ﬁ\-in Weeny ? £ .\,L"N LS r«.\\,..r\ S ” r\@ﬁ N._J .N
Ay P IR | 1+ s Cave. T;\ ) 2 I LY~ N W \ni.m. LA e |
e T o ' . " \ / ~ Ly - N
- s\l |y AN SO IRE uL,L. el Vol ke |y
LA 44 ~! sai PG T Nlacn | W\ | L Ll




